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“Tropismatic Entanglements/Disentanglements: Figures of Response-ability in the Rokugodote Homeless
Village” (FrUEXLMbONAHEW  APEFF—LLAMNICE TV ARV AT EY 74 DEY F7)

Ahmet Melik Bas (FZEKA)

In recent years, anthropologists have turned their attention to comprehensive analyses of the naturecultures, with a
rambunctious emphasis on the entanglements of humans with more-than-humans, non-human animals, and things.
In my research, I revitalize the notion of tropisms and elaborate on a Baradian neologism, intra-actions, to rethink
about the entanglements and disentanglements of the human and nonhuman. My research addresses to (I)
entanglements and their casual usage as permanent connectedness within an uncontrollable contingency, and (II)
"adjective + entanglement” formulations in ethnographic writings lacking theory. Based on my 9-month ethnography
along the Tama River in Japan, I present a method and logic of articulating intra-actions within a stimulated-stimulant
relationality and contribute to discussions of human and nonhuman entanglement through tropismatic descriptions
of stimulants such as water, light, electric, substance, mechanics, wound, and gravity. In this way, I use a tropismatic
lens to elucidate the human and nonhuman entanglements/disentanglements by (a) defining the entanglement process
as opposed to those who take it for granted, (b) juxtaposing a slew of disparate stimulants, practices, and incidents in
coexistence, and (c) providing a fieldwork tool to reinterpret such disparate phenomena within an analytical
framework. Building on this collection's theoretical and practical background, I reanalyze the Rokugodote Homeless
Encampment and conceptualize intra-actions as a series of tropismatic entanglements and disentanglements in the

light of vital responses revolving around energy infrastructures, scavenging, and destruction.



